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large part of this proposed scheme could be accomplished, the 
author thinks, by drying up the Committee on Ways and Means, 
so that it would be functionless, and by allowing the powers of 
approval or disapproval of the Presidential Budget to devolve on 
the House Committee of the Whole. To the reviewer it seems 
difficult to escape the conclusion that the proposed budgetary 
system would have little to commend it, except that it would 
make easy the work of both the President and Congress. Under 
such a plan Congress could hardly do anything except give its ap- 
proval of anything the President might propose to it. The only 
alternative would be revolution by force. H. H. S. Aimes. 



Official Letter Books of W. C. C. Claiborne, 1801-1816. Edited by 
Dunbar Rowland. Six volumes. Printed for the State Department of 
Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi. 1917. 

These six volumes, averaging some four hundred pages each, 
contain the letters, messages, proclamations, and other state 
papers of W. C. C. Claiborne, who was commissioned governor 
of the Mississippi Territory in 1801 by President Jefferson, and 
two years later made governor-general and intendant of the 
Province of Louisiana. Besides Governor Claiborne's corre- 
spondence and papers, the collection includes a great many 
valuable letters, reports, and other papers from his correspon- 
dence, pertaining not only to the administration of the great 
territory along the lower Mississippi, but to the economic and 
social life of its inhabitants as well. Dr. Rowland, the well- 
known historian of the lower Mississippi Valley, and director of 
the Department of Archives and History of the State of Missis- 
sippi, has edited these volumes, added many footnotes by way of 
explanation, and attached a good index to the last volume. The 
only complaint we have to make is that Dr. Rowland has not 
written an introduction to these volumes, pointing out what was 
most valuable and most significant in this mass of material. No 
one is better qualified to do this than himself. As to the im- 
portance of the subject, all students will agree with Dr. Rowland 
when he says that the purchase of Louisiana is one of the great 
turning-points in American history. It was an event which 
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"takes rank with the settlement of Jamestown and Plymouth, 
the Declaration of Independence, and the adoption of the 
Constitution." S. L. Ware. 



The Life of Abraham Lincoln, Drawn From Original Sources 
(etc., etc.). New Edition, with New Matter, by Ida M. Tarbell. Two 
volumes. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1917. Pp. xxxii, 
426+475. 

This new edition is simply a reprint of Miss Tarbell's Life of 
Lincoln which appeared some seventeen years ago; but it is a 
reprint plus an admirable new preface. In this introductory 
chapter — for such it is — Miss Tarbell tells us that the stream of 
new material on Lincoln, which has been flowing to the public 
since the first publication of her book, "leaves us the Lincoln we 
had at the beginning." "We know him better," she says, and 
she admits that "the indictments brought against Lincoln for 
inefficient administration, for interfering with the army, for going 
beyond strict executive powers, have backing." But, she adds, 
"it is curious, how little these things affect our judgment of him. 
They leave him where he has long been in the popular mind." 
Miss Tarbell's new "preface" has little to do with authorities, 
but is a masterly character-sketch of Lincoln in the light of 
recent documents. S. L. Ware. 



East By West. Essays in Transportation. By A. J. Morrison. 
Boston: Sherman, French and Company. 1917. Pp.177. $1.25. 

Here are a series of breezy little essays written about that 
part of mankind engaged through the ages in manufacturing and 
transportation, and trading and trafficking. The author begins 
with the merchants of the Babylonian East and winds up with 
the building of the Bagdad Railway by the Germans. Mr. Mor- 
rison is hardly the scholar in his chosen field, still less is he the 
specialist. But he is the cultured man of wide reading who has 
skimmed an interesting bit of information for us here, another 
bit there, and who knows how to dish it all up for the general 
reader in an attractive and often suggestive and striking man- 
ner. S. L. Ware. 



